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One of the growing concerns in many churches is the
absence of young people. In some congregations,
there is a yearning to hear the voices of children
which could signify a sign of new life in those
congregations. Here at Sharon, we are blessed to
have a growing number of children, some of them
very young and who always made their presence
known whether in worship or otherwise. Let us give
God thanks for them and remind ourselves that all of
From the Pastor’s Desk
us have a role to nurture them with God’s love and
care. The elders and I have decided to designate one
As we say goodbye to 2017 and welcome 2018, I
take this opportunity to wish for you and your family Sunday each month as “Youth Sunday” when the
a blessed and fulfilling New Year. God has brought young people will help to lead worship. All the
designated Youth Sundays for 2018 are listed on the
us through another year and we have much to be
grateful for. As a congregation, we have worked
enclosed calendar of activities.
together, fellowshipped together, prayed together and Sometime ago, our newsletter was reduced from a
God has blessed us.
monthly to a bimonthly publication. The elders have
Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for all your gifts,
Christmas Cards, and well wishes. And thanks to all
of you for the encouragement and support you have
given me since I arrived here at Sharon. I feel truly
blessed to be a part of this church family.

decided that we should return to the monthly
publication. So starting with the January issue, we
will resume the monthly publication.

Our 2018 Calendar of Activities is included in this
edition of the Newsletter. The two main purposes for
the calendar are to avoid conflicts in the use of the
church facility and to inform our members of the
opportunities for ministry during the year. It is our
hope that you will plan to participate in as many of
these ministry opportunities as possible.

unchanging hand, and let Him lead us where He
wills. Let us be reminded that we can do nothing in
our own strength, but “We can do all things through
Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).

Some of you are facing serious health challenges, and
I ask all of us to continue to uphold you in prayer.
As we look ahead, please bear in mind that February Also, during the year some of you said farewell to
some who were near and dear to you as they went to
4th is our Annual Church Council Meeting. All
be with the Lord. Let us continue to keep all these
groups and organizations in the church who are
preparing reports should have them into the office by families in prayer as some of them continue to
January 12th so that the packets for Council Meeting struggle with their loss.
can be distributed on January 28th.
As we start the New Year, let us hold fast to God’s

Earlier on I informed you of our desire to change the
format for Birthday Sundays by inviting you as a
group, a family, or an individual to sponsor one of
the twelve birthday Sundays for 2018. I am delighted
to let you know that all twelve Sundays have been
sponsored. You will see the Sundays designated and
their sponsors on the calendar of activities. Thanks to
all our sponsors and I hope as many of us as possible
will stay for birthday celebration on each given
Sunday.

God bless you all, and may 2018 be peaceful and
bright for all.
Pastor Lloyd
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Christian Education and Youth News
Upcoming Lectionary Texts

Upcoming Kid’s Night Out Dates

January 7 - First Sunday after the Epiphany Genesis 1:1-15; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at Sharon Moravian
Church

January 14 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6,13-18; 1
Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

Bring a friend and enjoy food, games,
crafts, entertainment and fellowship!
January 12

January 21 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany Jonah 3:1-5,10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:2931; Mark 1:14-20
January 28 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1
-13; Mark 1:21-28

February 16
Match 16
April 13
May 11

CEC Meeting Summaries
2017 Watchword ~ It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arms have made the earth, with the
people and animals that are on the earth, and I give it to whomsoever I please.
Jeremiah 27:5
Members: Melissa Shamel, Chair; Cindy Newton, Vice Chair/Sun. School Coordinator; Georgia Johns, Sec.;
Sharon Rauzi, Trustee Rep; Wanda Ledger, Elder Rep; Sandy Schupp
October 10, 2017 Meeting: CEC members discussed a Krispy Kreme fundrasier to sell donuts through October and deliver
on Homecoming Sunday. Sunday school updates included the ease of the material to teach from. Volunteers needed to help
with any age group. Discussed taking a collection during Sunday School. Members also discussed having a sing-a-long with
the youth and/or congregation or attempt to get tighter for caroling. Nothing was confirmed. Background checks need to be
completed for anyone working with youth. This is paid from the church fund, no cost to the volunteer. Paperwork can be
picked up in the office or from Melissa. Members will need to develop a tentative calendar of events to submit to the office
for the 2018 calendar year, especially when the fellowship hall will be in use. Kid’s Night Out continues to be successful and
full of activities. The committee considered having a volunteer to just help with food and serving and clean-up so the
remaining people can work with the youth.
November 7, 2017 Meeting: CEC members discussed the children’s Christmas Program that will be held December 17
during worship. Refreshments are not needed because it is birthday Sunday. T-shirt order continues to be in progress, the
design is ready, shirts purchased, however, waiting on sponsors for the back of the shirt. Businesses donate $50.00 to have
their name listed on the back of the shirt. There was no interest in selling Krispy Kreme donuts. November Kid’s Night Out
is November 10 with special guest, Hunter Armstrong, who will entertain us with his card tricks. Menu will be pizza.
Sunday school continues to be discussed as we search for volunteers to lead the classes. Kid Zone was also discussed, more
help is needed and suggestions for the design. No information was available from Job and Family Services about a mitten tree.
December – no meeting was held.
Future CEC meetings will be January 9, February 13, March 13, April 10 and May 8.
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NEWS FROM THE BOARDS
Elders Meeting Summaries
2017 Watchword ~ Jesus said, “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you then the birds!”
Luke 12:24
No summary was available at the time of print.

Trustees Meeting Summaries
2017 Watchword ~ Paul wrote: Your plenty will supply what they need.
2 Corinthians 8:14
November:
The Board of Trustees met for their November meeting on November 13, 2017. The meeting started with bills and
common ministries payments. The board is happy to report that we are all current and up to date on these
payments. There was some discussion about switching to Utility Gas & Power from Dominion for a cheaper rate, but
since they couldn't offer a lower rate, the board decided to remain with our current provider, Dominion. There was
some small talk about doing a picture church directory, as we were contacted by Lifetouch Photography about doing
this. Motions were made and passed to allow for Synod to be paid for at the cost of the church. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:30pm.
December:
The Board of Trustees met for their December meeting on December 11th, 2017, following a joint board meeting. The
meeting opened with the payment of bills and common ministries. The board decided it needs to come up with and
finalize a process to sell niches in the new columbarium in the cemetery, so when it's ready, we can start the process of
selling. We discussed replacing carpet in one bedroom of the parsonage, due to a lingering odor. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:35pm.

Putz Committee
Putz Report:
As of this writing, there have been viewers every evening that we have had the presentation. Many thanks for all those
who have helped from the set up and construction, donations made, host and hostesses and the entire committee and
congregation for your support.
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January 1
January 2
January 5
January 5
January 6
January 9
January 10
January 12
January 13
January 15
January 17
January 17
January 17
January 19
January 19
January 22
January 27
January 28
January 30
January 31

Beckie Demattio
Caroline Reed
Jamie Lehigh
Kourtney Fait
Sandy Link
Michael Rummell
Todd Schupp
Steven Krocker
Paige Struchen
Dan Krocker
Kyle Lawver
Vickie Leggett
Rob Sours
John Fox
Kennedy Fait
Dick Roth III
Karen Lester
Brett Patterson II
Carol Withem
Danielle Cole

January 1 Sharon and Michael Herchik
January 4 James and Debbie Golec
January 19 Andy and Carole Ronald

January 23 Dan and Lela Garver

January Elder on Duty Schedule

January 7th - Andy Ronald
January 14th - Francis Picchetti
January 21st - Wanda Ledger
January 28th - Nolan Reed

January 7th
Front Door - Judy Gwinn
Back Door - Roman and Freda Raber
January 14th
Front Door - Scott and Jillian Carpenter
Back Door - Rich Loveday
January 21st
Front Door - Mary Heavilin
Back Door - Roman and Freda Raber
January 28th
Front Door - Lynn E. & Lynn C. Reichman
Back Door - Roman and Freda Raber
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GET INVOLVED!
Twin City Service Center
Our non-food donations to the Twin City
Christian Service Center for January is toilet
paper. Please refrain from donating your
plastic grocery bags. The Twin City Service
Center is in desperate need of the donation
item of the month for the families in our
community in need. Please place your
donations in the box located beside the stairs
near the parking lot entrance.

The Sunday School card
ministry coordinator for January
is Judy Gwinn

Moravian Women’s News
Monday Quilters
The Monday Quilters will meet Monday, January 15, 2018 at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship
Hall.

Martha Housman Circle
The Martha Housman Circle will meet Monday, January 8, 2018 at the home of
Delores Williams at 7:00 PM.

Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will meet Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 11:00AM. Location TBA.

Women’s Fellowship Board Meeting
The Women’s Fellowship Board will meet Monday, January 8th at 9:30 a.m.

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon
The Sharon Moravian Women will host a luncheon following worship Sunday, January
21, 2018 in the Fellowship Hall. The menu includes: Sandwiches, Baked Potato Bar,
Drink and Dessert. All proceeds collected will benefit local missions.

P AGE 7

V OLUME 29 I SSUE 1

News of the Church Alive
Beginning this month,
the Breakfast Bar will
be served by Frank
Sainato.
If you wish to supply
food and drink and
host a Sunday Morning, a sign-up
sheet can be found in the Kitchen.
You’re willingness to serve is greatly
appreciated!
Heidi Briggs will host Sunday,
January 7th:)

A new Adult Sunday School Class will
begin Sunday, January 7th with the study
book, Faith in Action-Studies in Daniel
and the New Testament, published by
David C. Cook.
The class will be held in the lounge and guided by Gloria
Rentsch beginning at 9:30 a.m. until 10 a.m.
The class is designed to have a lesson to be read at home and
then discussion will be held with questions in the book as a
starting point.

Call Gloria to get a copy of the book.
Hope to see you there as we ponder where God is leading
us as individuals in today’s world

Birthday Sunday 2018 begins Sunday, January 7th following Worship in the
Fellowship Hall and will be celebrated on the first Sunday every month
following. January Birthday Sunday will be hosted by the Fait Family in celebration of
many family birthdays!
January 4, 2018
Sharon C @ West Union
Dover First @ Sharon A
January 11, 2018

Reports for Church Council are
due to the office by Thursday,
January 12th.

Sharon C @ Holmes
Shanesville Lutheran @ Sharon A Please submit your typed report by
way of email to
sharonsec@roadrunner.com so
January 18, 2018
they can easily be copied and
Sharon A @ Sharon C
pasted into the document.
January 25, 2018
Sharon A @ New Pointe
Goshen @ Sharon C

Thank you for your help!
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Moravian Women’s Fellowship January Soup Sale

Warm up with a hot bowl of comforting soup made with love
by our Women’s Fellowship
January Soup Sale will begin Sunday, January 7, 2018. The
deadline will be Sunday, January 14, 2018. Pick-up will be
Sunday, January 21, 2018 following worship in the Fellowship
Hall.
NOTICE: Order forms must be returned before January 16th
with payment to ensure orders are filled!

Soup order forms will be included in your Sunday bulletins. Extras will be placed on the tables
at the back of the Sanctuary.
Please return order forms to Sandy Schupp.
Cost is $6.00 a quart.

January Choices
Chicken Noodle
Vegetable
Bean
Installation of Church
Officers
Sunday, January 14,
2018 during morning
worship
You have been called
to serve and we thank you for your
willingness to serve your church family!
Please plan to attend as you pledge your
dedication to serve your church family!

4th Annual Moravian
Bowling Bash at Wabash
Lanes!
(655 Wabash Avenue NW,
New Philadelphia)
Sunday, January 14th from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Cost is $10 per person
Includes shoes, UNLIMITED GAMES and
snacks!
Come and ROLL with us in your SPARE time
for a wonderful family night!
Sponsored by First Moravian Church of Dover, Ohio
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Thanks to your generosity there will be 80 happy children somewhere in the world, when they receive their Operation
Christmas Child boxes!!!We collected 80 boxes and had enough donations to pay for the postage to mail them.Thank
you for helping to make this mission project such a success!
Joyce Sainato
To the MoravianWomen of Sharon Moravian Church,
Thank you for your generous contribution of $275 to Moravian Open Door.Your gift was received on October
10, 2017.Your generosity keeps the mission and vision of MOD alive. On behalf of our clients, staff and Board of
Directors, again, thanks for your contribution, prayers, and support.
Doris Schattschneider, President, Board of Directors
To the Saints of the Sharon Congregation,
Thank you for your gracious hospitality extended to the members of the Provincial Elders’ Conference, the
District Executive Boards of the Eastern,Western and Canadian Districts when we met over the weekend of October 2629, 2017.You provided a delicious meal for us on Friday, October 27.Thank you for welcoming us to your church and
feeding us in body and soul.You have demonstrated the partnership we celebrate as part of the family of faith we call
the Moravian Church Northern Province.
Thank You, Board Members
CEC would like to thank Georgia Johns for her time served on the committee.We appreciated her time and talents that
helped us be successful!
Thank you to the Sharon congregation for the well wishes and flowers as I celebrated another birthday!You are all very
special to me!
Kate Shamel
Dear Gloria and Sharon Quilters,
What a warm and wonderful thing to do . . .Your kindness is deeply appreciated! Enclosed is a picture of
Sawyer and his beautiful quilt. He loves it! That was so wonderful of you all to make it for him. It’s something he and
our family will always cherish. A lot of work and love went into it.ThankYou! So Appreciated!
Vikki Leggett

Directory Updates:
Brian and Ann Rentsch no longer have their home phone. Please remove their home number from
your directory and replace it with the following: Brian: 330-204-8278 and Ann: 330-204-8315. They
have also changed their email addresses to the following: Brian: brentsch1@gmail.com and Ann
arentsch67@gmail.com.
Sharon Rauzi has a new cell phone number. Please replace her previously updated number with the
following: 330-440-3162
Eric and Bobi Kinsey (Maxwell, Grady, Jack, Cy) – 1860 Sharon Valley Road SE, New Philadelphia,
OH 44663. Eric phone #330-447-9978 Bobi phone #740-922-3516

